
The Treasure 
of Narbonne's 
Cathedral 

Cachedral Saine Just and Saine Pasteur. 
Righc view, cross-section of the cloiscer and the chapcer room, 

above which lies the capitulum novum room, now the Treasure room. 

The Crucifixion, ivory 9th century 

Pyxis, ivory 11th century 

The treasure of Narbonne.'s ancient Cathedra! of St. 

Just and St. Pasteur is one of France's ten richest, 

among those of Conques, Troyes, Sens, Paris, 

Nancy, Metz, Chartres, Le Mans and Angers. 

The Treasure is displayed in the new chapter room, 

referred to in 15th century texts :1.s the capitumum 
novum or capitumum rotodum and more recently, as 

the echo or acoustic room. 

The brick, ellipsoïdal cupola of tbis square-shaped 

room gives it a remarkable particularity. A person 

sitting in one corner of the room and facing the 

wall can speak in a very low voice a.nd be heard dis­

tinct! y by the person sitting in th<: opposite corner, 

while anyone sitting elsewhere in the rooms hears 

nothing. 

The current display of the Treasure dates back to 

the 1970s. Initially, the precious abjects were no 

doubt kept in a near-by strong-room, located on the 

south side of the edifice, as evidenced by a 13th 

century vault therein. 

Now, at this moment, a plan is under study for 

reorganizing the collection in order to provide more 

exhibition space, improved condi:ions for the dis­

play of certain objects and the possibility to display 

liturgical vestments. 
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